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faith: the Lutherans and Tyndale, the Protestant martyr,
denounced the divorce; and, could Clement VII have been
constrained or persuaded to grant it, there might have been
no immediate breach with Rome and no Act of Supremacy.
France, for the sake of the English alliance and her ambitions
in Italy, supported Henry, and the diplomatic struggle raged
for three years. But, meanwhile, the Reformation Parlia-
ment assembled in November 1529 and gave voice to the
anti-clerical tide which Wolsey had dammed for fifteen
years. It overflowed, swept away some of the more
notorious privileges and abuses, and enabled Henry to ex-
tort from the Church itself a reluctant admission of his
supremacy. Warham died, protesting in vain, and Cran-
mer became Archbishop of Canterbury, while Cromwell
succeeded to Sir Thomas More's and Stephen Gardiner's
place in Henry's counsels. The Act of Annatcs robbed the
Papacy of its revenues from English benefices, and the Acts
of Appeals made England independent of its jurisdiction.
Henry married Anne Boleyn about the end of January 1533,
in the confidence born of her pregnancy, and on September
7, she gave birth to the future queen, Elizabeth, Finally,
in 1534, the Royal Supremacy was enshrined in a Parlia-
mentary statute, where it has remained ever since, save for
Mary's Catholic reign and the Puritan regime a century
later.
Never was revolution more skilfully draped as reform;
it was made respectable, like treason, by success. Its path
had, indeed, been prepared by centuries of struggle between
Church and State, in which the Church had grown weaker
and the monarchy stronger through the decline of ecclesias-
tical unity and the rise of secular nationalism; and the
Church in England had already proved too weak to resist
the royal demand that it should become the Church of
England. Nevertheless, Henry VIII was the parent of
what Lord Acton justly termed " a new polity." Hitherto
there had been no " State" in England, but various
Estates, of which the ecclesiastical were subject to papal, and
the secular to royal, sovereignty. The Act of Supremacy
brought all under one Sovereign and created out of them a
single, novel State which also claimed to be an Empire,
independent alike of Holy Roman Emperor and Holy
Roman Pope; and, what was more, the emancipator be-
came dictator and the father of all the Fascists in the
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